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Extended producer responsibility (EPR) is an approach to
environmental policy in which producers, such as brands,
have responsibility for the disposal and management of their
products when they reach the end of their primary life.

- OECD (2016), Extended Producer Responsibility: Updates
Guidance for Efficient Waste Management, OECD Publishing,
Paris, http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264256385-en

Figure 2: World consumption of major textile fibres

European Man-made Fibres Association, 2021 https://www.
cirfs.org/statistics/key-statistics/world-production-fibre

Unlike synthetic fibres which present financial and
operational challenges to recyclers, a commercially
profitable wool recycling industry has existed for more than
200 years

- European Outdoor group and Greenroom Voice, “Recycled
Wool: A Primer for Newcomers & Rediscoverers,” 2018.

- S. Jubb, The History of the Shoddy-trade: Its Rise,
Progress, and Present Position, Houlston and Wright, 1860.

Clothes made from rPET fibres cannot generally be recycled
and so enter a linear model, rather than a circular one.

- https://changingmarkets.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/
SyntheticsAnonymous FinalWeb.pdf

Wool, on the other hand, is a biodegradable fibre and has
been confirmed to not contribute to microplastic pollution.
See Wool is Biodegradable factsheet

- Hodgson A, Leighs SJ, van Koten C. Compostability of wool
textiles by soil burial. Textile Research Journal. 2023;93(15-
16):3692-3702

- Brown, R. The Microbial Degradation of Wool in the Marine
Environment. University of Canterbury, 1994.

This scheme encourages brands to adopt circularity
and sustainability principles in textile product design by
implementing a tax based on the:

e quantity of material used

e incorporation of recycled material
e use of renewable resources

e  durability

e repairability

e possibility of being reused.

- Article L-541-10-3 of the Code de UEnvironnement (2007
Environmental Code amendment] https://www.legifrance.
gouv.fr/codes/article lc/LEGIARTI000041599069/2020-02-12

The level of tax varies (eco-modulated - a system of
penalties and rewards) depending on the product’s size, the
number of items sold as well as the design of the product.

- Article L-541-10-3 of the Code de [Environnement (2007
Environmental Code amendment] https://www.legifrance.
gouv.fr/codes/article lc/LEGIARTI000041599069/2020-02-12

- Eco logic, “Exteﬁaed Producer Responsibility and
“Ecomodulation of Fees’, 2021. https.//www.ecologic.eu/sites/
" default/files/publication/2021/50052-Extended-Producer-
@ponsibilitv—énd—é’eﬁmodulation—of—fges—webidf
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The tax levels in the scheme are modest, with only a small
number of textile items reportedly receiving an eco-based
discount or bonus.

- Eco logic, "Extended Producer Responsibility and
Ecomodulation of Fees,” 2021. https://www.ecologic.eu/sites/
default/files/publication/2021/50052-Extended-Producer-
Responsibility-and-ecomodulation-of-fees-web.pdf

Sweden introduced an EPR scheme for textiles on 1 January
2022, and producers are obligated to comply from January
2024. The responsibility for the collection of textile waste will
require textile producers to ensure that their Eol products
are dealt with by licensed collection operators.

- Swedish Government, “Extended producer responsibility
for textiles - part of the circular economy,” Stockholm, 2020.
https://scienceparkboras.se/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/
Extendedproducerresponsibilityfotextiles.pdf

The Extended Producer Responsibility for Textiles Decree
(the Dutch EPR Decree) came into effect on 1 July 2023,
requiring producers to take responsibility for the recycling
and re-use of textile products placed on the Netherlands
market from 2025

- Government of the Netherlands, “Decree on rules extended
producer responsibility for textiles”, 2023 https://www.
government.nl/documents/decrees/2023/04/14/decree-
rules-extended-producer-responsibility-for-textile-products

The European Commission formally adopted the Strategy
for Sustainable and Circular Textiles (EU Strategy) in 2022,
which includes a proposal for member states to set up
separate collections for EoL textiles by January 2025, as part
of a commitment to comply with EU Waste Legislation.

- European Commission, “EU Strategy for Sustainable
and Circular Textiles”, 2022 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/
resource.html?uri=cellar:9d2e47d1-b0f3-11ec-83e1-
01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC 1&format=PDF

- 2008 Waste Framework Directive https://eur-lex.europa.eu/
legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32008L0098

A fundamental part of the proposal is the implementation
of a harmonised EPR scheme for textiles. This will involve
“binding product specific eco-design requirements” for
textile products focused on their:

e durability

e reusability

e repairability

e fibre-to-fibre recyclability

e mandatory recycled fibre content

* minimisation and tracking of substances of concern.

The Eco-design proposal is yet to be formally adopted and its
content is subject to change.

- Proposal for establishing a framework for setting
ecodesign requirements for sustainable products and
repealing Directive 2009/125/EC (EU Sustainable Products
Regulations Proposal) https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A52022PC0142






